Editor in Chief Note
Dedicated to the Founders of Volume 1, Number 1, Spring 1994:
Whatever you can do, or dream you can, begin it.
Boldness has genius, Power, and magic in it.
-Goethe On behalf of the West-Northwest editorial board and staff, it is our pleasure to present the issue for the 2016-2017 academic year. This is the third issue of West-Northwest to be published on an all-digital format. We have received positive responses to the digital format, and look forward to continuing this environmentally friendly version of the journal.
The public debate regarding the state of our environment continues to change as we move forward in the 21st century. As a nation we are under new leadership in the White House, so after eight years of the same administration, there will be interesting times as new laws and regulations are both passed and repealed.
California has recently emerged from one of the harshest droughts in its history. The drought has impacted life as we know it ranging from wildlife, crop yields, and the sight of browning, dead lawns across the state. Despite emergency regulations imposed by Governor Brown, California nevertheless suffered heavy economic damages. Volume 23 focuses on the effects of this drought, and specifically the government's response on both the state and federal level. As always, we hope these discussions continue a meaningful debate about the future of the environment.
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